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to try to unravel the allegory further, for the artist
himself has forgotten its meaning in his delight in
pouring a fluent pattern of figures over a ground of
ultramarine.

In spite of its frivolity, Bronzino's Renaissance
Venusberg has a solemn significance when we reflect
that it sets the seal upon the great period of Florentine
painting. Before it, painting in Florence had risen in
a continual and thunderous crescendo, but, after it,
the schools of Central and Southern Italy, though still
prolific, entered upon their decline. Nevertheless, the
flame of Italian art had not really dwindled, for the
sun which set upon the sultry streets of Florence was
to rise, with a renewed glory, upon the waters of the
City of Lagoons.

248